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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UR 

SUBJECT: DEFECTION OF MIG-25 PILOT 

REF: STATE 228221 

1 . AMBASSADOR ABRASIMOV TOOK AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY AT 
THE LUNCH GIVEN BY HIM SEPTEMBER 16 TO RAISE SUBJECT OF 
THE MIG-25. IN A LOW KEY, GUT FIRMLY, ABRASIMOV SAID THE 
SOVIET EMBASSY HAD GIVEN THE MATTER MUCH THOUGHT. THEY 
WERE STRUCK, ABRASIMOV SAID, BY PRESIDENT FORD'S 
"INVITATION" OFFERING ASYLUM TO THE PLANES'S PILOT THE 
VERY NEXT DAY FOLLOWING HIS ARRIVAL AND BY THE FACT THAT 
SOVIETAUTHORITIES WERE DENITED ACCESS TO THE PILOT FOR 
FOUR DAYS, APPARENTLY AT THE INSTANCE OF US OFFICIALS. 
ABRASIMOV SAID THE US ADMINISTRATION'S STANCE TOWARD THE 
SOVIET UNION HAD HARDENED IN RECENT MONTHS, AND THE SOVIET 
UNION HAD TO VIEW THIS LATEST EVENT AS AN "UNFRIENDLY ACT" 
ON THE PART OF THE U.S. 

2. ABRASIMOV CONTINUED THAT LOCAL AUTHORITIES WERE 
APPARENTLY UNABLE TO TRANSPORT THE PLANE, AND THE US 
HAD EAGERLY OFFERED THE SERVICES OF A LARGE TRANSPORT 
AIRCRAFT TO MOVE THE SOVIET PLANE. 
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3. ACCORDING TO INSTRUCTIONS, AND AS I DID NOT KNOW 

ALL THE FACTS, I DID NOT REPLY TO ABRASIMOV'S PRESENTATION, 

EXCEPT TO SAY THAT I HAD SEEN PUBLISHED ACCOUNTS OF THE 
EVENT, AND WAS AWARE THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAD ISSUED 
A PRESS STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT. HE DID NOT PUSH HARD 
ON THE SUBJECT. REPORT ON OTHER SUBJECTS COVERED 
IN MY CONVERSATION FOLLOW SEPTEL. COOPER 
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